URBD 613 Project 1: Preliminary overview of problematics
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Throughout: in what ways can circulation across the braid be eased? What precedents are there for this? 

A: intersection of Avenue du Parc and train tracks; an uncomfortable intersection which neither acts as a terminus for Avenue du Parc, nor guides pedestrians through to Petite Patrie. A condition which will be complicated but potentially ameliorated by the (possible) development of light rail /tramway along Parc.

B: Home Depot site; as an awkward site caught between/alongside infrastructure but accessible by car, such areas tend to encourage “big-box” retail like this one. The bus parking areas further east pose a similar problem. While providing a needed (or wanted) service, this kind of use contributes little to the legibility of the area, its accessibility by pedestrians, or the accommodation of other uses. A challenge would be to propose a typology or design strategy which can accommodate a “big box” function yet meet these other needs.

C: North side of Van Horne: light industrial / automotive services; existing warehouse space of unusual morphology. Again, these services are necessary and should (ideally) be accommodated. But their relationship to the existing north side of Mile End is problematic. Given housing demand in the area, alternative uses could be considered.

D & E:: underneath the overpass and along side the tracks. Can these spaces be utilized in a civic but pragmatic way? Is any connection between the areas south and north of the tracks possible/desirable? Because of the presence of the tracks, an overpass is necessary; are there any models for this kind of structure which are more accommodating to human activity / dwelling? Currently the rail line is used as an informal pathway. Should this use continue? How can it be regularized? What will be the impact of the change to rail traffic (if any) due to the development of Outremont rail yards?

F: existing (office building). A similar problem to the Home Depot site. How can such a structure be designed / retrofitted which contributes to a cohesive urban fabric and accommodates pedestrian use of the nearby St. Denis crossing / Rosemont Metro?

G: pocket park (one of many). How can a pedestrian / green space / leisure space network accommodate the difficult condition of overpass and/or train tracks?

H: demolition site: what are the planned/potential uses for this site? Can they contribute to the amelioration of the area? How can they work spatially with the unusual conditions of the braid?
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