School of Architecture/School of Urban Planning

URBD 613 – Urban Design Studio 2: Project Development

This is the second of two 6-credit workshops in the Master of Urban Design program. It must be taken in conjunction with URBD 614 – Urban Design Seminar 2: Project Development.

Objectives

The purpose of the course is to develop students’ skills at conceiving and communicating built design interventions in the city – interventions which contribute to a rich urban environment. Students will apply the analytical skills acquired in Urban Design Studio 1: Analysis and Concept, to understand existing conditions, constraints, and opportunities for specific sites. However, the emphasis will be on the interpretive use of these tools and their meshing with “on the ground” perceptions of the site; thus an approach to design which incorporates various modes of understanding.

Students will propose programmatic and design interventions for the amelioration of the built environment, with a focus on the creation of a viable and desirable public realm. They will convey a concrete sense of the 3-dimensional and material qualities of the proposed interventions through a variety of means: conventional architectural drawings; citations of analogous urban design projects and environments elsewhere; conventional and digital three-dimensional representations; and emerging media to the extent students are comfortable employing these. They will demonstrate a knowledge of existing plans for given sites and environs, but they are encouraged to propose revisions to these plans. They will demonstrate the viability of the proposed program for the specific conditions of the site: experiential, social, economic, political.  They will propose mechanisms of implementation by means of regulatory, infrastructural and fiscal measures. 

Organization

The semester will be split into two separate projects. Each project will involve four basic tasks. Because of the need to coordinate flow of information between studios, movement from one task to the next will not be strictly linear. For example, some analytical work and preliminary design work will likely occur together, as happens in actual design practise. Nevertheless the total amount of time spent on each task will follow the approximate durations indicated below.

1. 
Analysis (small groups, some individual work) 

Students will be asked to analyze a part of Montréal identified as problematic in urban design terms and where major public and private investment is both possible and desirable. They will be expected to draw on the forms of knowledge developed in the first semester: historical, social, and spatial data; but the emphasis will be on the interpretation of this information and of the students’ experience of the site. A parallel studio is being run in Urban Planning with the same site as its focus, and the “hard data” generated out of that studio is expected to be made available to Urban Design students. Students will prepare interpretive analyses based on this information (for example, using figure-ground drawings as a basis for textural studies). They will also develop interpretive work in response to the conditions (built and social, formal and informal) on-site: for example through video, drawing, photography, “psychogeographic mapping”, or other record of the emotive qualities of the site. They will begin to generate ideas for programmatic and design interventions, and will present these. (approx 2 weeks)

2.
Cross-site scheme (small groups) 

Students will propose schematic programmatic and design strategies across the site. They will articulate how these proposals are generated out of both analytical and interpretive understandings of the site, and the impact their proposals will have on current conditions. They will make a preliminary selection of a specific part or parts of the site to be developed in detail at the design stage. They will make a preliminary, schematic, identification of implementation strategies, for example regulatory changes, infrastructure investments, fiscal measures to finance public action and to stimulate private investment. (approx 2 weeks)

3.
Specific intervention (individual) 

Students will select one location in the site and propose specific programmatic and design interventions for it. These proposals can be site-specific (applicable only in this location), or typological (applicable in other, similar locations in the site). Drawing on precedents, case-studies and existing urban environments, students will clarify the spatial, material and emotive qualities of their intervention. Students should also propose a general strategy across the site to the extent appropriate; this can be based on the proposals generated earlier (either their own or others’). They will include specific information about the location and design of public open spaces , about building volumes and design, and about infrastructure changes. They will revise earlier suggestions about implementation strategies. (approx 3 weeks)

4. 
Communications and design revision (individual; cross-site proposals presented in small groups as appropriate) 

Students will prepare a presentation of their proposal for guest critics; the premise for the work is that it is to communicate to a diverse audience. They will articulate clearly their proposed strategy across the site, broader urban implications, phasing, implementation strategies, and the design characteristics of their specific intervention. Students will refine modes of communication developed over the course of the project. (approx 1 week)

Evaluation

Evaluation will be based on students’ oral, graphic and written articulation of their design work. At the end of each phase, teams will present their findings or proposals to the class by means of printed boards and/or digital images. At the end of the class each student will submit a portfolio of their work from the studio (this may be digital). Putting together the portfolio provides an opportunity to revise design communications and/or demonstrate personal development across the semester.

The two projects will be weighted equally. Grades for each one will be assigned on the basis of the following distribution of points by task:

1. Analysis (includes Assignment 1 and later incorporation of Urban Planning data): 15% 

2. Cross-site scheme: 30% 

3. Local design intervention: 35%

4. Communications, development over the course of the project, portfolio: 20%

Cinés/cités

A Monday-night film series will accompany the course. It features both narratives in which the city plays a prominent role, and documentaries which articulate a particular viewpoint on the city. Films will be preceded by a brief critical introduction from one of the professors. 

Contact info

Lawrence Bird home phone: (514) 843-0278

Email: bird@ca.inter.net
McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must understand the meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures (see www.mcgill.ca/integrity for more information).

